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I TroN o¡ sAYrNGs A36RTBED To J'sus.

:yngd oj .lerusalem (t672). convened by

:rine is stated in rhe "Confession of Dosirheos,,. J ogy, and spiritualiry.

Syncretism

sec Charismafic aDd PeDtecostal Movements I arc tric..l2 r^¡Li-r- _.+L.-__clListerf 
«lru r crllEto5',r lvlovemenls 

I are based? which othe¡ sou¡ce(s) do they have
syncrerism. a phenomen,n 1o1,1:r.lhroyh_ I :ilT;il::fl,:il":.l:fJ'il:'j"J:i,,.H:ti,ii'¡'¡ ¡he hisr.rv .,t chri\tianirv. r: alive tod"av. i ,;;-;; ffils an abb¡eviation of Marrhew\ew forms of rctigious ,yn.r",t,,. in rhe Twó_ L"; ;;:',;.",::-. " ,,h",j; w,;;';;'#iüi;:ffi",;,:;"lI:; I :l*:::"1r""-::t::h* ,,,"n.v"r r,i 

",u,i
" 

g. in tn. ro.",'or Ñ";t: ffi;:;;;i:'J: I :::::ll';rar Y. :chorats are convinced that rhe
s¡anrry senerare,.* h,,;ñl;i;;*ii:IJ I .iXil::;::jl:il:;J;:'i11,l:: illil,lliiiX,INCULTURATT.N cLUsrER; popuLAR cH"rs_ L,."¿ j". l^,,--,','i^lLUrrDñ; rur,uLAR cHRrs_ I Lr5Ed ¿s a soLrrcrj for both Matthew ur]a i.rt.;IIAN pRAcrrcEs cLUsrER; RELIGToNs ot,, I r,_, ,ar,,,..-- ^,-*'"1,,. - -, , ,LlurrEr.; 

'<ELr(ir{JNs AND I in addi¡jon Mar¡hew and Luke used 
".;rn;l;CHRISTTANITY. CRrsrrÁN c. p,qnkpn I .,.,,-; . -:]';^1.:-_ , _source -_a collection ol Jesr¡s, sayjngs, which

Synod. See couNCrL, syNoD. I scholars rlesignatcd as lhe ,,e* *ri*,1 i¡ri.",
synodikon of orthodoxy, tirl'rgical de.lo.u,inn I )'.",ifl'::l'::::i-11 9llli:.,ir "ii ,r," ol'ü
"íi,."u",*,1o".r,"1ii:l:,|;:,ffi:fi:"*[: I li]:l*:,::x..1,T,_.Tf:¡u"" i" ..,-,,,u,, u',,á
r.r.,,,rpr,-,r o.tnoa"ol"y'#;;;:i."X".*,1,i: I jl} ii:,:.;]:::1," r".* r¡o."ou.., ¡,¿u.i"i
c,,nrro\er\v. Rrcire,re¿ch ,*i." r,. ,i.,, ,,ll I :i::'JJ;,:rre 

*rd indr.cndenr \',ur((\. see
ld\ ot 1c., . jr (ondrnln\ herclicrl ,,,,i,i,,n,,,n¿ I ;;r.d; ;r?*r::;:11t, l"tJil::lLJteit'adrorales r¿dded to,¡s new,,.ntro\etrie. I rlnru n,

DANIEL PATTE

Dositheos*, palriarch o[ Jerusalem, ,¡i, ,v"iá | Syria. Because Syria is ha]lway between Easr
add¡essed in the name of r¡adirio"ur onnoáory I and wer, syriaD chrisrianity wi, g."rrif tr¡.-
üe."Catvinisr,, Confession oI 1629 aftribu;;;;i I lncea by borh Greek u"i S.-;i. ¡;tri;:.
Cyril Lucaris.. Lucaris, pa¿riarch ofCoDs¿untiro- I Syria's proximity ro palesrine plu.e¿ it uii¡"ie l\620-)7), had responded 10 inrensr mis- J f,'.etront_ñf rhe christian -nu",""r,,. prri*u,
..un,lr).r11,,fl. by rhe R,¡m¿¡l Caln,,lic Chulch I Lonverrrd nt,ar D¿,na\Lus ,n.,r o,, l-","f,i,1,
5y exploring Pro¡estant-orrhodo, .rpp.n.lrá- | claims that Peter was rhe bisirop .r'a*i.J.l¡enf, including the endorsement .f a mod- I was i¡) Artjoch rhat the followers of Jesus were(,rn creek version of ¡he NT. In lhe decrees ,rI I !.$ calied ,,Christians.,, (Acrs l1:26) and rhar
;h; S-Vn9A, Lucaris's alrrhorship ot tne "Caivin J Ignatius- ol Antioch (ea¡ly 2,,,r c.) gr;" ;;r.;;-:sI" CoDfession is refured, aná o¡thodox J..- | ,lo"' concerninB church i¿¡rinisrátt"", i;;,ri
;vhich alfinns real presence n, rhe E.rchu;;;;, I The school of Antioch* (from rhe 4,r, c.)hc rhg,'l¡,gy,)f ic,rns+ rh( \e\u¡ (rather ttrn I b.Su"._«, formulate its own theology, f;Io;l:lvo) sacraments;, and rhe infallibilily. of r¡e i ing.a lite¡al and his¡orical interpretaiion of the

1T1l:r.d"1 th*:!, and ¡ejecls p."a.rii',uti,,nl, I mble and concentraring ." ,t. rr"-"" ,rp".i.alvation' by faith' alone, ui *"ll ur-rlr" I of Jesus, while the r.l,""l nf efo",.,a¡o "f.i_
./04¡¡¿. Modrrn .chordr.lrin lra, been unable I l,,wed allrBurirat eyege\i5 and highlighl(,d lhe

:o resolve the quesrion of Luiaris,s beli.fr, b;i i; J divine.aspecl of Jesus. The ,*u uip.o-r.l,., i.a
s clear rat this synod and irs decisions,"u.¿; I to conflicting Chñslologies*, Nert,rilu¡ir-l a,,j
:he beginning of an anri-protcstanl ,""a"n.i-ir, I Miaphysitism-, both srüsequer.rtly .;;;;;;;;
:Dodern Orthocioxy. KATHLEEN E. ¡,faVu, I at_ the Council ofEphesus" 1+ltl an¿ tne Coun-
synopric cospers, hr 6,Npe,j or MJ rh(.\ I ::,:lrllx,::::ir i:;:i ^llil,i ll; ],:,",-¿\rdrk .rnd Lkr. s,, ca,ed he.,,,,.,,¡tr.v,¿, I ;; ;;;;;;;1 ,1.il r. r,,llo*",1 L,y rhr ,rnp,rsi_,., \i(\4cd \ide lry \ide r'.11n-upr.calll r in a I rion ,l l"l,Ci,r),_,lhrec-corum,r b,oi -n.d'a-t;;;:i,r,"'r_ .",f I ;;.;,j';";#",.,lj:::?*"".,::T.}ilLi:J,,..:r*,,nrp¿risun. and b.causr rh.), h.ru.much r¡ate_ L,": ,; ;-;;,:'-'.",",^,,

presenr lr m ¡he I and rhr Syrrac- Orthodox (later glri" ,l_rJ'¡ntc "'de' 1h.": lh. rhr(r s\nopri( co\p.r. I f,,r.,"i."r ;;;i;rr¡...Jar.J,¡¡¡.- drrcr rire o,-1.
lT ;:lT,Ti,':J:', l,ll;:;::l :il:;"i"""..$l ; I ",;i,l;::.-i_.1il1 t:-l .:,,qr

.,.ii"'."-_""""#:'ff,;i:,:#T,,Iif" I :*'i;,jl:,,]:" Íi:I:y- nr th. ._p".u.;1

neJc(rdtn I With obscure roots in thc 2,,d and l,¡ c.,:al or explained by orai rradition. There is a ltr- L, ..;";:_'::..:.._ ._..raryconnecrionbe,*"",,,r,.-.r1"'iilili;I, I i,l ";'"'l'.',"i""l;:X..:,J":::$ ,J 
iil'"I;\vhich onc was rhe sou¡ce on which thc c,rhc.. i . ^ ;,,-;-,,:l^,-l-_ -,
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"stumbling block" to §ystematic rationalism or

utilitariaD calculation. The c¡c¡ss reveals sym-

bolically .rhé believer's dependerlce on God's
grace*. Just so, Christian symbols older a life of
fáiÍh. See also APOPHATICISM; CONVICTION;

MTTAPHOR; MYSTICISM, MYSTICS.
CHRISTIAN SHEPPARD

Symeon. the "New Theologian" \c949-1022);
abbot of the rtonastery of St Marnas in Con-

smntinople. Reacting against the influences on

monastic* life of liturgical forr1]ality, scholas-

tic theology, and wealth, iD ]rlis Chapters, Cdt

echeses, Hy 7ns, and Treatíses, Symeon alfirmed

intense spiritual prayef as the fundanlental
vocation of monks and affirmed the charis-

m¿li( po\ rr ol hol) m nk) Lo lorgi\e \in''
An apophatic., mystical* theologian, symeon
stressed the divine mercy, powedul love of tlle
Iiving Christ, and a second baptism' in the Holy.

Spirit accessible through repentance*, prayer,

and asceticism*, and experienced as light and

nre transforming the eDtire body and leading

to union with the Trinity. Symeon provides a

Iink between patristic and orthodox spirituality"
with mode¡n Peniecostal* and Charismatic*

Themes. KATHLEEN E. MCVEY

Synagogue (Gk "gathering together"), the Jew-

ish gáthiring for worship and inslrrr'rion and

thus also the place of gathering. The synagogue

may have originated in the Diaspora*; it was part

of Jewish life at the time of Jesus ard rhe early

Christians.

Syncletica of Palestine (6'r' c.?). Daughrer

of a Constantinopolitan aristocrat, she fled an

arranged marriage 10 become a hermjt* in
the PalestiDian desert, exemplilying a comrnon

typological and hagiographical theme in llle
early nronastic literary tradi¡ion But her story

as narrated by Silas, a monk, appears to be plau-

sible and, at least in part, historical. Sy¡cletica
stands firmly within the tradition of the widows*
and virgins* in the flrsf lou¡ centuries ol Chris-

tianity: as a Iemale ascetic*, she detached he¡-

self lrom the world and its values and stre[gth-
ened her attachment to God through seclusioll

and the study of Sc prure. TIM VIV]AN

Syncretism (etymologically, "ro act as lhe Cre-

tans," a Hellenistic way lPlutarch's] oI refer-
ring to the inclusion of {oreign gods in one's

own pantheo¡) is the complex phenomenon
by which two religious systems en1er into
contact with each other without becoming a

complete synlhesis and without being merely
jurtaposed. According to the accepted under-

standing, syncretism involves rhe lormation ()1 :
r(ligi,,L¡\ s)slem,rul ol thr didl((lic ilr((ra.tion'
of 1wo religious systems, often in a situalion .:
colonialism*.

Marzal (2002) identifles three types of s]'.'
crt,lism: when Chri\li.lF rilu.il. arr: girrn ;:
indigenotts meaning; when indigen()rrs ritlr¿-:

are given a Christian meaning; and when Chri:-
ridn ritu¿ls arr accepttd bu, nr* me¿nin..
are aclded to their oriSinal neaDjng. ln Chri''
Lian tlr..,lugi and pastoral prdcr;(ts. \yn(r(li':
has traditionally been viewed as an "impurÉ'

and inappropriate cxpression ol the Chrisri¿'
faith. Bu1 these negalive conD(»ations ha\i
been set aside in contempo¡ary theologies ':
incultrration*. It is helplul ro distinguish 1l:.

process of syncretism from "syncretistic re :-

gion.' attd l,op.l dr (yncr( li)lic pldcli, r\.
The process of religjous syncretisrn i§ intri:r-

sic to the history ol religions; through their co.

stant interseclions, religions are not simpiy fuss:
rvith. o¡ identified, with each othcr; rather, re l

gions reinterpret thenselves in terms of eac:

other. Syncretism is p¡inarily a cLlltural lr'
cess combining sytnbols*, myths*, ¡luals, ar:
enlbodinents (songs, dances, healing ritualsl

Syncretism viewed as a creative synthesis l
as a stigmatized contami ation is in fá'r ¿'
indigenous phenol¡enon tbat is a palt o{ lo.:
¿crors'dis,oursr. ¿nd lra,li\e\ ¡\ lllcy \lrug!:
for symbolic legitinacy (André Mary). Symbo '
rituals, and sigr-Iifying structures follow a los..
dilferent from that ol western rationalisn a.:
dualis . Symbolisnt cvolves througb "bri. -

lagr' rLivi-Strou.sr. ¿ Dopul¿r d,'_ll vollr'r
transformatiort ol available symbols and ritua.:
quite different from the rational productio¡ :

theology.
ln R rn¿n C¡lh,rlicisln. syn( ret;(rn is \('- '

coinmoll in the differeDt popula¡ and local forr:-''

of Cafholicism around le world. For exar'-
ple, ir1 Latin America syncretism is diffcre::
in Central America, Andean regions, and Afri'
American communities.

In the Eastern o¡thodr¡x* tradidon and:.
thc Anglica[ Comnur¡ion, one flnds religitr:-'
phrrromrna with rln.rtt'slit lealLlrr' in l":
ula¡ o¡ colonial Iocal settings (e.g- Rtrssi¿'

poputar. religions; religiors in tlle Caribbe¿:

Islands). In Evangelical lraditions, especiall) ::
Charismafic*/ Pentecostal* movements (whi..
often claim ro reject syncretism), one finc.
many syncretistic expressions rnost expliclt ::
local syncreristic churches, such as the A{rica.'
Instituted Churches, or in many local Chari'-
matic/Pentecostal Latin AmeIicaD churcllc
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Charismatic and Pentecostal Movements Charismatic and Pentecostal Movemenc

whereas others are libe¡al and socially
commi¡tcd. Indigenous Charismatics are
ch.rrdc'eri/ed hy thuir Breat mis5ion¿rv
lervor. Their dynamic worship includes
cha¡ismatic demonstfations (like glos-

solalia', ¡rayrr lrt¿ling, ¿¡rd Jarlcing in
üe spirit"), cc¡mmunal singing oI h]'Inns,
public testimonies, prayers o{ interces-
sion. and tithe or oIfefing. The renewal
Charisrnatic Movement wilhin ¡he Roman
Catholic Church shares many ()1 ltre litur-
gical characterislics found in ahe Protestant
indigenous Charismatic Movemen¡ and
Pentecostalism, yet is row combined with
devotion 10 Mary*. The Catholic charis-
mafic Movement is also marked by the
aclive participation of laywomen and lay-
men in leadership roles and by the integra-
tion oi llturgical iife with diaconal action.

In all oI Central America, the domi-
nant indigerous Charismati.c Movement
becomes increasingiy a laith focused on a

quest lor solutions to tlle crises of indiüdu-
als' personal and social lives, making pa.ts
with God to obtain prosperity*, heahh. and
succeSs. DANIEL CHIQUETE.

Charismatic and Pentecostal Move-
ments in Latin America: Chile. Pen-

tecostalism ñrst emerged around 1909 in
v,rlpardiso. Clrile. whrn Ihe US missionJr)
w. Hoovcr lelt the Medrodist Church to
found the Methodisl ?entecosral Church.
This soon became a popular and deeply
indigenortr mo\(menl chardcterized b\ it5

beliefs in the Holy Trinity* and the Word of
6od, its emphasis on the active presence of
the Holy* Spirit, and elfusive worship ser-
vices.

In its initial phase, this indigenous Pen-
tecostalism experienced expiosive growth,
especially amorg the poor. Congregations
subdivided and prolifcra¡ed. Thei¡ initial
rel¿tirU isolation \un\1,lulrd dn openillg,
spurrilg rheir missionary spirit with the
goal of reaching out to lhe entire oation
and even to neighboring countric:'

Later, the eyolution oi Chilean Pen-
tecostalisnt was ma¡ked by the polilical-
social tur¡noil of ¿he l9ó0s. which led
Peq¡ecostals to assume social responsibil-
itie§; and dle 1973 coup d'éta1 that led
to a divisir¡¡ of the Protestants ("Evatl-

gelicals," including Pentecostals) into 1wc
groupsi those who supported Pinochet and
his goverrunent and those who struggled
to delend human" righls.

By 1980 Chilean Pentecostalism had

consolidated itsel, into a religious and cul-
tu¡al Iorce of abo¡¡t 157o of the popu-
lation with a significant and acliye pres-

ence in Chilean society. More recenfl!.
neo-Pentecostalism and neo-Charismalic
groupr have dcrcloped among rnrnoriL\
groun<, inlluenred dnd linkcd tu loreigr
churches, although they adapted them-
selves to the Chilean so(i( ¡y.

CRISTIÁN G, PARI(ER

Charismatic and Pentecostal MovB
ments in Latin America: lamaica. Per:-

rrto'talism, rhe Proleslanl trJdirion \\i:
the largest rnenbership in Jamaica, h?i
its genesis in the religiolrs awakening du:-
i¡g ¡he Great Depression (1929-33). h] i
midst of such socioecololnic and poLF
cai crises, those most keenly af{ected ¡etrd

to tull1 to God when they feel theY c¿¡
no longer depend on secular systems l.v
answers to the challenges they Iace:5
individuals and societies. The New Tes:¡.
ment Chu¡ch of Goci and the City ¡1-!
sion Chu¡ch founded by W. Raglan

{1854-1910), -wid1 its reYivalist. prea(i
ing of repentance* and healing*, enjot
tremendous 5ucLe\\ ¿mong rh( Pour.
Ieel particularly hopeless during peri

of economic hardship. Another wave
Christian revival came ir ¡he
oI a devaskring earthquake (early 19,l{\
many. lraring tltat the end ol lhr rr,

was at ha§d, tu¡ned to God "just to llt¿
sure" (1ha¡ they would be saved).

The Pen¡ecostal Movement was
¡cligious componenl of the social
poliri(al revolul;un ¿nd rints in lhs l
1910s thruuEh whith Jamaicans acrtr'.
universal adult suflrage (1944). l
who felt marginalized in society also :

exclt¡ded f¡om the life of the traditii
chu¡ches with their colonial* outlook
practice. In reaction 1() the highly
cized worship and leadership of the la.
Engiish-based churches, tlle poor
those widrout fo¡mal educa¡ion lefr
mainline denominations to lon-n ¡heir
groups, where they were lree to
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